
Timber Towns Victoria represents the interests of municipal councils in forestry matters on

both public and private land. 

Timber Towns Victoria continues to be a strong advocate for the community and industry to

the State Government on the impact that changes to legislation have regarding the timber

towns and our communities. 

We call on the State Government to focus 2026 election priorities on road repairs, roads &

bridges funding; fire cameras for community safety, forest protection and plantation

industry resilience; and national forest policy reform with coordinated integration.

Priority 1 - Road Repairs, Roads & Bridges Funding

The Current Situation

Victoria’s state government regional and rural road network is experiencing accelerated

deterioration driven by increased freight movement with increased freight vehicle mass/loads,

severe weather impacts, and ageing infrastructure. Many bridges are approaching the end of their

design life, or are dangerously narrow for the increasing proportions of the vehicles, limiting freight

efficiency and increasing safety risks. Without sustained investment, the economic, social, and

safety consequences will deepen. 

For more information: Timber Industry Road Evaluation Study (TIRES) Report

Why It Matters

Safety: Poor road conditions increase crash risks, roadside hazards, and emergency response

delays.

Economic Productivity: Freight, agriculture, tourism, and forestry rely on safe and efficient

transport networks. The timber industry sector routinely uses roads in more remote areas and

difficult terrain triggering a continuing need for road funding.

Community Connectivity: Regional communities depend on reliable roads for access to health

services, education, and employment.

Cost Efficiency: Preventative maintenance delivers significant savings compared to reactive

reconstruction.
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Current Challenges

Maintenance backlogs across key regional corridors

Bridges requiring load limits or costly temporary works

Increased storm, flood and potentially fire damage

Insufficient long‑term funding certainty for councils and state agencies

Statewide asset condition reporting may not be accurate in some areas

What’s Needed

Increased Multi‑Year Funding for Rural Road Repairs: A commitment to uplift annual

maintenance budgets and index them for inflation and climate impacts.

Dedicated Funding for Bridge Upgrades: Prioritise freight‑critical and high‑risk structures.

Transparent Statewide Asset Reporting: Annual publication of condition assessments and

maintenance backlogs.

“Fix It Once And Make It Last” Approach: Invest in durable, climate‑resilient materials and

modern methods.

Partnership with Local Government: Co‑fund regional infrastructure and increase resourcing

for smaller councils.

Benefits

Fewer crashes and improved emergency response

Reduced freight costs and improved productivity

Stronger regional economies

Lower long‑term maintenance expenditure

Better resilience to extreme weather events

“We ask for a commitment to strengthening
Victoria’s regional transport network by increasing
roads and bridges maintenance funding, improving

transparency, and prioritising long-term, durable
solutions that support community safety and

economic resilience.” - Cr Karen Stephens.

CR KAREN STEPHENS, TIMBER TOWNS VICTORIA PRESIDENT

karen.stephens@cr.glenelg.vic.gov.au              0488 900 645
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