overnment Association

6 Government Brief

Timber Towns Victoria represents the interests of municipal councils in forestry matters on

both public and private land.

Timber Towns Victoria continues to be a strong advocate for the community and industry to
the State Government on the impact that changes to legislation have regarding the timber
towns and our communities.

We call on the State Government to focus 2026 election priorities on road repairs, roads &
bridges funding; fire cameras for community safety, forest protection and plantation
industry resilience; and national forest policy reform with coordinated integration.

Priority 2 - Fire Cameras for Community Safety, Forest
Protection & Plantation Industry Resilience

The Current Situation

Increasing fire frequency, hotter summers, and growing urban development put Victorian
communities, public forests, and plantation assets at high risk. Al-enabled fire detection camera
networks offer proven early-detection capability, but coverage remains incomplete, and long-term
operational funding is inconsistent.

Why It Matters

. Life Safety: Early detection reduces ignition-to-response time, which is critical for preventing
major bushfires.

« Forest & Biodiversity Protection: Faster detection limits ecological damage to public forests
and conservation areas.

« Plantation Industry Resilience: Victoria’s multibillion dollar plantation sector depends on rapid
suppression to protect jobs, supply chains, and regional economies.

. Cost Savings: Early detection reduces catastrophic events and lowers fire fighting expenditure.


https://timbertownsvictoria.com.au/
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Current Challenges

« Uneven camera coverage across public land and high-risk areas

« Inconsistent funding for operating and monitoring centres

« Limited data integration with CFA, FFMVic, SES and industry brigades

« Growing interface communities requiring faster early-warning systems
« Increased climate-driven ignition risk

What’s Needed

. Statewide Expansion of Fire Camera Coverage: Prioritise high-risk forests, plantation
estates, and regional communities.

« Sustainable, Predictable Operational Funding: Support monitoring centres and Al detection
system upgrades.

« Integrated Fire Intelligence System: Link camera feeds with SCC, CFA dispatch, forest
industry brigades, and emergency services.

« Continuous Improvement & Evaluation: Include performance benchmarks for detection
speed and false-positive reduction.

« Cross-Sector Collaboration: Engage public land managers, fire agencies, councils and
industry.

Benefits

« Fasterinitial attack and reduced fire severity

« Protection of homes, lives, plantations, and native forests
« Lower emergency response costs

« Stronger coordination across agencies

« Increased community confidence in early-warning systems

CR KAREN STEPHENS, TIMBER TOWNS VICTORIA PRESIDENT
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