
Timber Towns Victoria represents the interests of municipal councils in forestry matters

on both public and private land. 

Timber Towns Victoria continues to be a strong advocate for the community and industry

to the State Government on the impact that changes to legislation have regarding the

timber towns and our communities.

We call on the State Government to focus 2026 election priorities on road repairs, roads

& bridges funding; fire cameras for community safety, forest protection and plantation

industry resilience; and national forest policy reform with coordinated integration.

Priority 3 - National Forest Policy Reform — 
A Call for Policy Integration and Industry Clarity

The Current Situation

The Australian Government Timber Fibre Strategy is a national forest and fibre vision to

strengthen supply chains, sustainability, and sovereign manufacturing capability.

Victoria must now align its state policy settings to ensure the forestry and wood products sector

can grow within a nationally coordinated framework.

Why It Matters

Victoria has transitioned away from native forest harvesting and is increasingly reliant on

plantation resources and downstream manufacturing. The forestry and wood products sector

remains vital for:

Regional employment

Housing supply and engineered timber construction

Carbon storage and climate goals

Advanced manufacturing and export growth

Without integrated policy settings, Victoria risks weakening its role in the national fibre value

chain. Policy integration is not optional, it is essential to provide clarity, confidence, and

coordination the industry needs to grow sustainably and competitively
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Current Challenges

Policy settings across land use, climate, industry development, manufacturing, and regional

development remain fragmented. This creates:

Investment uncertainty

Regulatory duplication

Misalignment between fibre supply and processing capacity

Lack of a clear long-term growth signal for industry

What’s Needed

Integrated Policy Framework: Forestry, climate, housing, manufacturing, and regional

development policies must be streamlined and aligned.

Clear Industry Growth Signal: A long-term, bipartisan commitment to plantation expansion,

processing capacity, and value-added manufacturing.

Coordinated Supply Chain Strategy: Support for the full “forest-to-frame” pipeline — ensuring

fibre resource, processing, innovation, and market development are planned together.

Regulatory Streamlining: Reduce duplication and provide transparent, efficient approval

pathways for plantation expansion and manufacturing investment.

The fibre value chain must function as one connected system: From forest resource through

to final product.

Benefits

Increased regional jobs and investment certainty

Stronger domestic manufacturing capability

Contribution to housing affordability through timber construction

Enhanced carbon storage and bioeconomy outcomes

A globally competitive, sustainable Victorian fibre sector

“We ask for a commitment to develop a whole-of-
government forestry and fibre growth strategy to include

streamlining planning and environmental approvals for
plantation and processing projects, supporting investment
in engineered timber and advanced wood manufacturing,

and embedding forestry and fibre in Victoria’s climate and
housing strategies” - Cr Karen Stephens.

CR KAREN STEPHENS, TIMBER TOWNS VICTORIA PRESIDENT

karen.stephens@cr.glenelg.vic.gov.au              0488 900 645
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